N-ew  Quay  ( Cards J Urban  District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1944. 


SECTION  A.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population — Census  1911 
Population — Census  1921 
Population — Census  1931 
Population  Estimated  1944  ... 
Number  of  inhabited  Houses  1944 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


279 

1191 

1253 

1112 

1225 

432 

£3743 

£14/15/7.88. 


Live  Births 

' Legitimate 

Total 
...  16 

. Illegitimate 

0 

Still-births 

/Legitimate  „ 

0 

\ Illegitimate 

1 

Deaths 

... 

...  27 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

... 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

Deaths  from  Measles 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough... 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 
Heart  Disease  and  Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 


Male  Female 

® } Birth  Rate  : 13.06 

® 0 } Rate  : 62.50  per  1000  Births. 

9 18  Death  Rate  : 22.04. 

...  0. 

2.  Death  Rate  : 125.00  per  1000  Births. 

...  3.  (two  females,  one  male). 

...  0. 

...  0. 

...  0. 

were  the  two  chief  causes  of  death. 


Until  this  year,  sea-fishing  was  the  only  industry,  and  that  is  declining.  Now,  an  old  building  has  been 
successfully  converted  into  an  up-to  date  factory,  giving  work  to  70  or  80  persons.  But  the  chief  charm  of  the 
place  is  as  a sea-side  resort.  It  is  packed  during  holiday  months,  and  could  be  made  better  still  if  we  could  get  an 
old  German  wa  -ship  to  sink  at  the  end  of  the  pier  to  extend  it.  If  the  Harbour  could  then  be  dredged  New  Quay 
would  be  the  best  centre  for  fishermen  and  yachtmen  in  the  whole  of  Cardigan  Bay.  As  it  is,  the  boating  and 
bathing  and  the  safe  sands  for  the  children,  take  a lot  of  beating. 


SECTION  B.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


(i.)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  : 

Medical. — There  is  one  whole-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  When  necessary  we  call  in  M.O.H.  for 
the  County,  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  the  County,  and  the  Dental  Surgeon  for  the  County. 

A Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  exceptionally  well  up  in  his  job.  He  also  acts  for  the  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  of  Aberayron. 

One  whole-time  Surveyor,  who  is  also  well  up  in  his  work. 

(ii.)  [a)  Laboratory  Facilities  are  made  use  of  when  necessary. 

(6)  Ambulance  Facilities — The  Council  have  acquired  an  ambulance,  and  it  has  been  most  useful. 

(c)  Home  Nursing  : We  have  one  District  Nurse — fully  qualified  and  most  able  and  very  popular. 

There  is  no  Nurse  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  : There  is  one  for  Evacuees  only.  Expectant  mothers  are  visited, 

examined  and  advised  by  their  own  Doctors  or  the  Nurse. 

Venereal  Cases  are  sent  to  Swansea,  under  the  County  Scheme,  if  necessary.  None  have  been 
roported  to  me. 

(e)  Hospitals  : None  within  the  Area — not  even  for  Isolation. 


Section  c.  sanitary  circumstances  op  the  area. 


1.  Water  : (i)  The  supply  which  is  constant,  has  been  very  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

(ii)  The  supply  is  piped  from  an  enclosed  source  at  Ffynondewi,  and  is  not  treated,  and  cannot 
become  contaminated.  Never-the-less,  the  water  is  being  analysed  every  month,  chemically 
and  bacteriologically. 

The  Report  on  each  of  the  sample?  is  as  follows  : 

Probable  number  of  Coliform  bacilli,  MacConky — 2 days  37°C.  ...  0 per  1000  ml. 

Approximate  proportions  of  farcal  and  non-farcal  Coli  : 
a — Faecal  Coli  ...  ...  ...  0 per  cent, 

b — Non-faeeal  Coli  ...  ...  0 per  cent. 

Satisfactory. 

(Hi)  The  Water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

(iv)  Contamination  is  not  possible. 

( v ) a.  The  vast  majority  have  water  piped  into  their  houses. 

b.  There  are  eight  stand  pipes,  and  about  20  persons  draw  their  supply  from  these. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  : Quite  satisfactory. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams  : A few  brooks  only  in  the  Area.  No  evidence  of  pollution. 


3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation  : 

Number  of  Closets  connected  to  Sewerage  system  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  391 

Number  of  Closets  draining  to  Cess-pools  or  Septic  Tanks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  Pail  Closets  and  Earth  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  conversions  from  Pail  Closets  to  Water  Closets  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  Pail  Closets  within  the  range  of  the  Sewers,  not  connected  ...  ...  ...  8 

New  Houses  completed  with  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..>■  0 


(ii)  Public  Cleansing  : The  dust-cart  goes  round  twice  a week,  and  oftener  if  necessary,  and  collects  all 
household  refuse  (except  night  soil),  which  is  dumped  into  the  sea. 

(Hi)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Retailing  Milk  Carts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Workshops  and  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Meat  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Retailing  Meat  Carts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Houses  visited  upon  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Notices  Under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  • ...  *...  ...  ...  0 

Byelaws  relating  to  Buildings  : 

The  following  is  a summary  of  plans  approved  by  the  Council  and  of  the  inspections  made  by  the  Inspector 


during  the  year. 

Number  of  Plans  of  New  Buildings  approved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  Plans  of  Additions  and  Alterations  to  Buildings  approved  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Plans  of  New  Drains  and  connections  to  the  new  Sfewerage  System  approved  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Dampcourses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Concrete  underneath  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Drains  and  connections  to  the  new  Sewers  and  of  Drain  testing  carried  out  0 
Number  of  Inspections  on  completion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


(iv)  Shops  : No  action  necessary. 

( v ) Camping  Sites  : 

(1)  Number  of  sites  in  the  Area  which  were  used  for  Camping  purposes  during  1943  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences  have  been  granted  by  the  Local  Authority 

under  Sect.  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(3)  The  estimated  maximum  numbers  of  Campers  resident  in  the  area  at  one  time  during 

the  summer  season  1943  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(yi)  Smoke  Abatement  : No  action  taken. 

(vii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools  : None. 

(viii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  : No  action  necessary. 

4.  School  : The  Council  School  is  the  only  local  one  in  the  area.  Water  is  laid  on,  and  it  is  connected  up 
with  the  sewerage  system.  The  children  are  examined  by  the  Schools  Medical  Officer,  and  Reports  sent  to 
Parents  with  instructions  to  consult  their  Doctor,  if  necessary.  The  other  is  a Nautical  School,  evacuated  from 
London,  for  boys  aged  12 — 16.  The  boys  are  billeted  in  the  town,  and  attend  classes  in  various  buildings. 


SECTION  D.  HOUSING. 


Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  Year 

(а)  Total  including  number  given  separately  under  (6) 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority. 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

(б)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(a)  For  the  purpose  of  Part  II.  of  the  Act  of  1925 

(b)  For  the  purpose  of  Part  III.  of  the  Act  of  1925 

(c)  For  other  purposes 
(h)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 


0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  Housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(6)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(6)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 

to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  Defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  .,.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

- (a)  By  Owners  ...~  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(6)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

* - , o » W * . *■  t. 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remed- 

ied ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  0 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  : 

( 1 ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV.,  Overcrowding  : 

Like  most  small  seaside  resorts  we  have  always  had  some  overcrowding  during  the  holiday  months,  but 
now,  with  all  these  evacuees,  it  has  become  more  or  less  chronic.  At  the  Hostels  it  has  been  bad. 


SECTION  E.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

o.  Milk  Supply  : 7 1 Samples  of  Milk  were  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  under  the  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory 
Scheme  from  the  Retailers  of  Milk  and  forwarded  for  Bacteriological  Examination. 

The  farms  producing  Class  C samples  have  been  visited  by  the  Dairy  Instructress  of  the  County  Agricultural 
Committee  and  Demonstrations  and  advice  given  on  the  improved  methods  of  Clean  Milk  Production. 

6.  Food  Inspection.  One  side  of  Bacon  was  certified  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  following  quantities 
of  food  were  condemned  as  unwholesome  and  unfit  as  food:  16  tins  evaporated  milk  and  2 tins  of  pork  meat. 

c.  Adulteration,  etc. : No  action  necessary. 

d.  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food  : None  necessary. 

e.  Nutrition  : The  County  M.O.H.,  who  knows  all  about  it,  has  been  giving  lectures. 

/.  Shell-Fish  (Molluscan)  : Not  so  plentiful  as  formerly. 


SECTION  F.  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  year : 

Scarlet  Fever — 1. 

Pneumonia — 1. 

Measles — 12. 

Almost  the  entire  child  population  have  been  immunized  against  diphtheria. 

was  used  for  Measles. 


No  report  that  serum 


2.  Tuberculosis  : Three  notified.  One  death. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

6 

15 

25  

35  

45  

55  

65  and  upwards  ... 

Totals 

"i 

i 

1 

i 

2 . 

1 

... 

-> 

1 

So  far  as  I know  there  has  been  no  refusal  to  notify. 


D.  R.  T.  GRIFFITHS, 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


